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                       ‘A rapier amongst scythes’ 
                        Masonic Etiquette
The purpose of this booklet is to offer advice and guidance for newer Masons and to serve as a source of reference for those who are more experienced.  As with similar  documents issued by Ingham Clark Lodge, it is very much a work in progress and Brethren are encouraged to suggest additions and refinements.  Masonic Etiquette is, for the most part, merely good manners and respect for your Lodge, it’s Worshipful Master, your fellow Masons, and the conventions of Freemasonry in general.

                                        FOREWORD

By observing proper etiquette, Freemasons acknowledge and express their respect both for each other & the Craft.

As Freemasons and members of the Ingham Clark Lodge we are particularly proud of our high ideals of behaviour, dress, moral standards, communication, forms of address and our general demeanour. 

We set our standards above those of society in general and we expect those who join the Order with us at Ingham Clark to assimilate and observe this probity. 

Unwavering adherence to correct Masonic etiquette will enable us to pass on those standards to future generations.

Always remembering that the Ingham Clark Lodge enjoys a high reputation within the Province of Berkshire and that the behaviour and conduct of it’s members must always reflect favourably on that hard earned reputation.

Be proud that you are a member and be loyal to its precepts, not just well skilled in the ritual.

Your conduct both inside and outside the Lodge and the practice of common etiquette are of equal importance.

Thoughtful etiquette is the unwritten code of our Brotherhood at Ingham Clark.

             CONFORMING TO MASONIC ETIQUETTE

For recently initiated members, our ritual and the manner in which we conduct business may create some anxiety and concern for them, lest they may inadvertently cause embarrassment to themselves or others or appear to be disrespectful.

We trust that the contents of this booklet will assist all new members to the Order in gaining confidence and encourage them to participate fully in the life of the Ingham Clark Lodge and its meetings.

                  A GUIDE TO MASONIC ETIQUETTE

1. DRESS
Brethren should dress appropriately when attending Regular Meetings, Candidate Interviews, General Purposes Committee Meetings or other Masonic functions.

The generally accepted dress code at Regular Meetings is a dark suit, white shirt, white gloves and Black or Masonic tie. 

Formal Dinner Suits may be warn at Installation Meetings, Ladies Night Dinners and Burns Night Suppers. Highland Dress is also permitted at the latter.

Smart casual wear is recommended for Candidate Interviews & Committee Meetings &c..

When attending Lodge meetings Brethren should wear the regalia appropriate to their status and must be properly dressed before taking their place in the Temple.

2. SPEAKING IN OPEN LODGE
If you wish to speak in Open Lodge you must stand and, in the first instance, give the salute appropriate to the Degree in which the Lodge is conducting business before addressing the Worshipful Master.  He will acknowledge you and indicate that you may proceed.

·  You may be asking a question or seeking information.
·  You may be replying to a question from the WM or another Brother who will have addressed his query through the WM.
·  You may be contributing to a debate on a particular issue.
Whatever the reason, you must always address the WM and always face the WM when speaking. To look elsewhere in the Temple could be construed as discourteous.

3. RESPECT FOR OTHERS DURING LODGE BUSINESS
It is considered disrespectful to engage in private conversation during the transaction of Lodge business and particularly so when a debate or presentation is taking place.

You should not whisper or, in any way, distract your fellow Brethren from the business in hand. 

You would expect Brethren to listen to your point of view if the WM permits you to address the Lodge.

It is equally important that, during the conferral of a Degree, strict attention should be paid to the working in order that the Candidate should receive the highest impression of the Lodge in which he is entering or advancing. Not only of the importance of the Degree, but the manner in which it is received by those observing it in the Temple. 

Please note that some visitors whose Lodges may appear to adhere to lower standards than our own may not be fully aware of the rules of etiquette governing our proceedings and therefore may inadvertently initially fail to observe them. Do not be tempted to break with our traditions but endeavour to set the proper example.

When the Lodge welcomes distinguished guests they should leave at the conclusion of their visit with the positive experience of having been in the midst a Lodge which sets and observes high standards in all things.

4. THE BALLOT
The Ballot is secret, sacred and inviolate.  When a Ballot is taken the act is momentous for the Candidate and significant for the Lodge.  It is an official act and, like the Sacred Oaths that Freemasons take, binding, and therefore etiquette demands that they should be conducted with reverence and in complete silence, without whispering or discussion.  Officers should remain at their stations and places in silence and dignity.

5. MOBILE PHONES

Before entering the Temple mobile devices should be turned off. They may be switched to silent mode but this is not always satisfactory as a phone may still vibrate and a Brother be tempted to check it.

Mobile devices must not be used in open Lodge and to do so, even covertly, is a most serious breach of etiquette.

6. PREPARATION

If you have a matter that you wish to raise in the Lodge, it is courteous to discuss it with the Lodge Secretary well beforehand.  He will advise on its place in the Meeting Agenda; he may suggest that you defer its introduction to a subsequent meeting; he may be disinclined to allow any debate until the matter is submitted for consideration by the Lodge in full Committee.

It is important that you broach such matters with the Lodge Secretary beforehand as he will be a Mason of considerable experience and have knowledge about a wide range of issues in Freemasonry.

7.  ACCEPTING RESPONSIBILITIES

Among the high standards of behaviour expected of Freemasons, you are required to respond promptly to all communications sent to you by the Lodge Secretary, in particular to report your unavoidable inability to attend Meetings as well as confirming your attendance at forthcoming meetings and your Dining Booking. 

In our modern technological age it is considered bad form and therefore there can be no excuse not to do so.

It is also good Masonic etiquette to play your part in the workings of the Lodge and should you, as a new Mason, be asked to undertake a particular task on behalf of, or for the good of, the Lodge, you should accept the responsibility and endeavour to undertake it to the best of your abilities.  

Of course, there may be genuine restraints (personal, work commitments &c..) which might prevent you from accepting a task at a particular time - but you can always indicate how and when you can render service to your Lodge and Freemasonry in general.

You should be aware that being invited to do a job in the first place is a clear indication of the trust and confidence that the Lodge has placed in you as a valued and respected member.

8.  THE WORSHIPFUL MASTER

Each year the Lodge elects a Brother to the office of Worshipful Master and during his term in office the WM is the most powerful member of the Lodge - but he also shoulders many responsibilities.

The WM has the authority to rule and govern the Lodge according to the Laws and Constitution of the Order and the By-Laws of the Lodge.

For example:

·  The WM must be obeyed in Lodge at all times.
·  He can, and sometimes must, decide what can be discussed and what cannot.
·  He can refuse to accept a Notice of Motion.
·  He can rule any Brother out of order on any subject at anytime and the said                       Brother must accept that ruling.
·  During a debate he must ensure that only one Brother at a time speaks and is standing as protocol demands and requires.
·  Only the WM or, with the WM prior agreement, the Lodge Marshall (Director of Ceremonies), may correct an error that occurs during a Ceremony, and do so with respect to the individual being helped.
·  It is the responsibility of the WM to ensure that during a ballot all who are entitled to vote have done so.
·  The WM must ensure that proper Masonic titles are used during the conduct of all business.
·  Once the Lodge has opened, only the WM can permit a Brother to withdraw or allow a Brother to enter and he must ensure that the correct protocols are observed.
·  It is the duty of the WM to ensure nothing is allowed to infringe upon the high standards of behaviour and etiquette which are expected in the Temple.
· The WM should reprove all disturbances quietly, promptly, without personal feeling and attracting as little attention as possible.  A glance of the eye or a soft tap of the Gavel’s handle is usually sufficient to bring the assembly to order.
There are, of course. appropriate safeguards in place to ensure that the WM does not exceed his authority, just as in any other organisation the person at the top is subject to the constraints of his office.

9.  INSTALLATION & REGULAR MEETINGS & FESTIVE BOARDS

The Meeting:

Every year, each Lodge holds an Installation Ceremony, when a new Worshipful Master takes up his role & duties and installs his Officers for the year ahead.

It is a significant event in the Lodge’s calendar, as it is an opportunity to give thanks to the outgoing WM for all his hard work, to give best wishes to his successor, and to pledge the support of the Brethren to the new WM & his team of Officers.

As it is such an important event, much preparation is needed, particularly by the WM, Lodge Secretary and Lodge Marshall (Director of Ceremonies).

As a newer Mason, you will also have an important part to play.  You represent the future aspirations of the Lodge and, as the event is largely about looking forward to the future, your presence at the meeting will greatly add to the sense of occasion.

Before the date of the Installation meeting, check with the Secretary regarding dress code and starting time for this special meeting.  

On the evening itself, make sure that you arrive in good time to perform the allotted task given to you by either the Lodge Secretary or Lodge Marshall, as your willing assistance will be essential to the smooth running of the event.  

Be warned that members of the Provincial Executive will be present at the Installation meetings and that as a consequence these meetings will inevitably attract much larger attendances and you will therefore need to prevent being caught up in the last minute rush to get ready.   Always remembering that the Ante-Room or Robing Place is also part of the Lodge.  It is not a separate place and therefore the decorum and etiquette of the Temple governs there also. 

At an appropriate point during the Ceremony, you will be asked to retire from the Temple for a short period of time whilst the Worshipful Master Elect is Installed.

The Festive Board 

At the conclusion of the Installation (as with other Regular meetings & formal gatherings) a Festive Board takes place according to Lodge custom and practice.

Common sense dictates the etiquette for these occasions and the following points reflect the standard of behaviour expected from Freemasons of the Ingham Clark Lodge. Endeavour to make Guests & Visitors feel welcome.

·   Enjoy the meal, enjoy the company, and enjoy the sense of occasion.
·   Refrain from excess
·   Listen politely to the speeches and remember it is discourteous to talk or whisper whilst a speech is in progress.
·   Do not remove your jacket unless permission is given by the WM.
·   Musical Brethren should receive your courteous attention whilst they perform.
·   Do not exchange stories or express sentiments which may be distasteful or offensive to others.
As your Masonic career progresses you will be called upon in future years to propose or respond to one of the standard Toasts.  Observing the best practice at Festive Boards as a new Mason will assist you in developing your particular style, along with the advice of senior members.

10.  YOUR ROLE IN SOCIETY

Freemasons are encouraged and expected to maintain the highest of standards both inside and outside the Order.  Your friends should know that you are a Freemason and that you are proud of your membership.  They should see in you an example of what they would like to be - and you might play a significant part in introducing them into Freemasonry with us.

At home, in the workplace and at leisure, be kind and courteous, displaying moderation and tolerance.  

Becoming a good Freemason is not just something you earn but something to live up to.  You are an ambassador for your Lodge and Freemasonry - a serious responsibility which your Brothers in the Ingham Clark Lodge will help you to fulfill.
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